
30 October 2020 

 

Matthew Spooner 

Secretary 

Bunnerong Gymnastics Inc 

 

Via email: matt@bunneronggym.com.au  

 

 

Dear Matt 

 

Re: Heffron Park Development 

 

I refer to your letter dated Wednesday 14 October 2020 in which you request,  

 

‘copies of key correspondence with Randwick City Council and (if applicable) its consultants in relation to the 

area and performance requirements of the gymnastics component of the Heffron Centre. 

 

As part of this process we request confirmation or otherwise that GNSW were involved in providing details and 

feedback for “specific requirements for the building” and guided Randwick City Council “in the design and fitout 

particulars” as per the attached email from Hayley Segedin dated 28/06/2018. In turn we request confirmation 

that the design that is currently on Public Exhibition (DA/486/2020) aligns with the advice and 

recommendations provided by GNSW to Randwick City Council.’ 

 

Please find the following correspondence attached: 

 

1. 28 July 2015 – Email including facility strategy and population forecasts. 

 

2. 21 March 2016 – GNSW Facility Strategy Summary 

 

3. 8 April 2016 – Response to questions from Otium Group 

 

4. 22 May 2017 – Letter of Support Gymnastics Australia and GNSW 

 

5. 2 November 2017 – Email to RCC GM 

 

6. 11 December 2019 – Email to RCC GM 

 

7. 16 December 2019 – Email confirmation that M Lovell will be GNSW point of contact 

 

8. 7 January 2020 – Letter to RCC GM 

 

9. 7 February 2020 – Email and provision of SGAC floor plan to Consultant Ben Hooper 

 

10. 21 February 20 – Letter to Ben Hooper inc inclusions and floor plan 

 

11. 21 February 20 – Facility Specifications 
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12. 17 March 20 – Letter from Todd Clarke 

 

13. 17 July 20 – Email from Nick Allen including internal dimensions 

 

14. 6 August 20 – Email M Lovell to Todd Clarke 

 

15. 4 September 20 – Letter to RCC GM 

 

16. 7 October 20 – Letter RCC GM 

 

17. 27 October 20 – Letter RCC GM 

 

Broadly speaking, RCC has worked cooperatively with GNSW with regards to the facility requirements 

for the Heffron Park Complex. You will see from the correspondence provided that Council has 

received documents with regards to forecast demand, the GNSW facility strategy, example floor 

designs including the floor plan for the Sydney Gymnastics Centre, and information regarding venue 

specifications. We are grateful for Councils support for the development. 

 

That said, we do have congoing concerns regarding the size of the venue to meet both current and 

future requirements for participation and as a competition facility of regional significance. 

 

Advice on the 15 July and provision of specifications on 17 July indicated that the facility size would 

be considerably smaller than anticipated.  

 

It is imperative that the internal fitout for a gymnastics facility is considered in the design phase to 

ensure that it is fit for purpose. That has not occurred with respect to the reduced facility size, a matter 

we continue to discuss with Council.  

 

It would be reasonable conclude that the design on public exhibition noted in your question has 

considered some aspects of advice provided to Council however it does not align with the advice 

provided to Council regarding facility size to meet the requirements of participation current and future 

nor would the size enable it to be a facility of regional significance. 

 

 If you have any questions or would like further information please do not hesitate to contact me via 

email at abloomfield@gymnsw.org.au or by telephone 0402 683 117. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
Aaron Bloomfield 

Chief Executive 

Gymnastics NSW 
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