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Now Councillors, just one more word and I am through with this politically charged Motion. I love 
gymnastics and what it inspires young people to achieve. But I have no feeling against Rugby 
League or the Rabbitohs. I shall always have the kindest remembrance of the Rabbitohs, 
especially if they accommodate as I think and feel they will the young gymnasts from the 
Bunnerong Gymnastics Centre. 
  
I am the last one to come to this Chamber to stir up community anger or cause division and 
hatred. I may not be true to my ideals always but I strongly believe in equality, social justice and 
' a fair go for all'. I believe you can achieve nothing with division or hatred.   
  
I know the sport of gymnastics has a long road to go to get what they want in the Heffron Park 
Plan of Management. But tonight by continuing this conversation they are forcing this council and 
the councillors to confront an uncomfortable truth, that by the Gymnastics community supporting 
the council rate increase the rate payers in turn would be given a better and a more functional 
Gymnastics Centre.  
  
I believe the life of a gymnast is full of sacrifices sprinkled with courage and lots of skill as they 
train to become the best that they can be. 
  
 The sports commission has made all sports equal, but this Council by its decisions at the last 
Council meeting has not. 
  
 And, after all, the last analysis is,  
  
What has this council done? And not what the sports commission done. 
  
As I said, I know there is a long road ahead for the Bunnerong Gymnastics Association before 
they can take their place as an equal which I believe they should in the Heffron Park 
Management Plan. I know before this group there is lots of suffering, tribulation and lobbying. To 
them on this matter I would advise patience, I would advise toleration. I would advice 
understanding but not capitulation on this very important matter.  
  
Councillors what do you think is your duty in this matter?  
I watched at the last Council Meeting and even tonight those young faces, those tense faces that 
have crowded this chamber.  
Those same young faces that are now looking to you twelve councillors, feeling that their hopes 
and fears for their sport of Gymnastics are in your keeping. 
  
This debate councillors is about to end. But to the Gymnasts and the Gymnastics community 
here in this chamber it is the beginning in their fight for equality. Not one of the gymnast's or 
their representatives sit in this Council as Councillors. The Gymnasts and the Gymnastics 
community's fate councillors is in your hands. The fate of their sport of Gymnastics is in your 
hands. Those young eyes and their parents’ eyes are fixed on you, their hearts go out to you and 
their Olympic hopes and dreams hang on your decision tonight. 
  



 

 

This is all I ask you, on behalf of these young people, on behalf of these helpless ones who turn 
to you, and more than that, on behalf of this great council and this great city of Randwick, which 
must face this problem and face it fairly. 
  
"I ask you in the name of progress not to bend to the bigger end of town at the expense of 
these young gymnasts and to do your duty to make a decision which is fair and equitable, 
socially just a decision that gives the Gymnastics community in Randwick City, 'a fair go'.  
 


